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The Senate was not in session to day. The

House of Representatives, in Committee of
tbo Whole, had under consideration the bill to

reimburse the College of William and Mary for
the destruction of the college buildings during
the war. The bill appropriates $65,000.

It is now said that Gen. Field, the new democratic
doorkeeper was a great admirer of Gen.

Gr&Dt, and tried to obtain a position for his
son at West Point under the Grant administration,and that eiooe the administration of
Mr. Hayes be has tried to get for himself a

consulate, and did get employment under the
District Commissioners. If orthodoxy bo a

requisite for tbo dooikeepership, and if these
statements be true, the democrats, in Congressionalparlanoe, certainly 'Slipped up" when

they elected the General, but, orthodox or not,
be will make a good officer, aod all bnt those
whose opposition to him was interested are gratified

at his success. As tho radicals, to a man,

voted agaiost him, it is but natural to suppose
that if he had wandered from the democratic
fold ho had gotten back into it pretty well ;t

tho time ho was elected.

It would seem that the L)wis family is the
favored one in Virginia for government offices.
Ex U. S. Senator John F. Lewis, as stated
yesterday, has now beoo appointed marshal of
the western district of the State, vice Col.
Gray, who was compelled by stress of unfortunatecircamstaoocs to get out of the way. The

newly appointed marshal has almost as ,

relations in offioeas Gen. Grant ^^riog his
administration, but as he is a moderate man in
his politios, and was always opposed to carpctbagism,

wo are glad he was seleoted from
the list of applicants, especially as the Presi1**J i .«. L i:
aeoc ass announceu mat uuue out repuuiicauts

. are to have offices.

It used to be said, with what degree of
truth wo do not know, that Mr. Key was PostmasterGoneral of the South, and Mr. Tyner
of the North. True or not in the past, that
condition of affairs does not exist now, for Mr.
Tyoer has gone to the Paris exoosition, and so

Mr.Kyo is in possession of the entire office, and
in tho exeroiso of its priv.leges Ins t k-n a

liltlo pleasure trip to Cuba.

Virginia Neus.
The Clarke Courier says:.Last Saturday

Wm. H. Young, auotioooer, sold the following
traots of land beloogiug to F. P. Meade, and
situated in Chapel die)'riot:. Tract No. 1. containing117 acres, to Mrs. M. Whiting at $17.30
per aore; tract No. 2. cootaiciog 22 acres, to
same at same prioe per aon; traot No. 3. containing20 acrc9, to P. C. Meade at $17.30 per
aore; traot No. 4, oontainiog S acres, to Capt.
W. N. Nelson at $25 per tore.

S. N. Doutney, the temperance apostle, lecturedat tho theatre, in Richmond, Toursiay
night, to an immense audience. Ooe hundred
and 6ixtoen persons signed the ph-dge. a largo
numbor of whom were ladies. Mr. Doutney,
during his five d*ys stay iu Richmond, has obtainedthe pledges cf about 400 persons to the
cause he advooafes.
A man named Ephriam Woods was lately

detected in thieving in Augusta county, and
was strung up by lynchers, but, oliuging to a

saplin^he begged so bard for his life that they
let him dowo upon ooodition that he would go
west immediately.
Tho annual mooting of (ho council of the

Episcopal Church ot Virginia will bo held this
year io the cry of Lynchburg, commencing on
the 15th of May.
An old gold uaioo has beuo rediscovered on

North Anoa Fork, near tho lino of Spotsylvaniaand Louisa counties.
Mr. Samuel Goode has beeo appointed managerof the ltawley Spriogs for the coming

seasoo.
B. L. Talliaferro, of the firm of Talialerros &

Buokner, of Lynohburg, died last Tuesday.
General Conference ol the Nefliodist

JEplsfopal Church South.
The General Conference of tho Methodist

Episcopal Church South meets in Atlanta, Ga.,
the third week in May, and collections are be-
ing taken up in the churches of tho Baltimore
Conference to delray the oxpenses of the dole-
gates. Eight clerical and eight lay delegates J
will represent the Baltimore Conference, their
names beiDg as follows1
Clerical.Kev. S. Regester, D. D., presiding

elder of tho "Washington district; Kov. K. H.
Wilson, D. D., Winchester district; John S. '

Martin, D. I)., Staunton; Kev S. Rodgers, I). <
D., presiding elder of the Baltimore district; R. (
K. y. Hough, D. D., presiding elder of tho 1
Roanoke district; Rev. S. S. Roszoll, superenu- (
roorary, St. Raul's, Baltimore; Rev. P. H. ,Whisner, Central Church, Baltimore; alternates,
Kev. J. S. Gardner. Kev. Ezra F. Busey and 1
Rev. Wilson Head. I
Lay.Mosos Walton, J. H. Flaggatt, Goorga s

Law, T. J. Magruder, Patrick Hammill, E. B. i
Prettyman, J. M. Howton and J. A. Carter ; jalternates, Leroy M. Wilson, J. B. Wilson, and .

J. W. Watson. ,The session of tho Conference will continue
three weeks, and one of the principal matters 1

which will come before tho body is the proposal 1
to abolish all limitations on the term of the t
pastorate. The memorial on the subject, which a
is numerously signed, urgos that a variety of jevils result from the old practice of changing
pastors every one, two, or three years. Among ,

these are the demoralisation of the finances, the
laek of a permanent home for the minister and t
his family, the separation of pastors and young a
converts, and especially the great and unnece9- r
sary number of backsliders. In I860 this mat* v
tor was brought before the conference, and re- }ceived the support of a respectable number of .

the most able men. Old usage, however, has
caused the itinerant system to ;take a deep hold ?
on the affections of the people, and there is
little probability that any delinite action can be V
secured until after several years of agitation, h.Bait. News. g

more Forgeries. °

[.Special Dispatch to the Alexandria Gazette.] a
Richmond, April 12..J. D. Clay, Clerk of tj

the County Court of Halifax county, has been q
arrested on the charge of forging pension claims
against the United States Government He 1;
confessed the crime after detection. The matter |>has been known for several days by his friends, ^

and efforts at compromise had been made. Clay ^was a member ot the Legislature from Halifax
lor the session of '7t>-7. c<

__

ALEXANDRIA
Foreign News. i

THE EASTERN QUESTION. 1

News from Oettioj ; says that the distriols in
\lbania on the sea coast and the Boyava river
jcoupied by the Montenegrins have been so

avished by war that the inhabitants are starving.
The Montenegrins are uoable to help

them, being scarcely able to feed their own people.
An appeal has been made to Austria for

help.
Numerous detachments of Itussiaos have ar

rived in tne Deignuomouu 01 DUUUUl cr>b auvi iU

several communes of the district.
The St. Petersburg's Agenoo Rus^o published

the following announcement yesterday eveniog:
"An active exchange of commuoioations is proceedinguoder the moderatiog influence of Germany,with the view of arriviog at a paoifio understanding,the natural path to which would
bo a congress. The improved aspect of affairs
has developed so as to justify hope of the
speedy attainment of a favorable issue if Englanddoes not raise fresh obstacles."
A special from Cattaro states that the inhabitantsof Antivari and its whole neighborhood

are unanimous ia their desire for annexation to
Austria instead of Montenogro. A rising of
the inhabitants of Spczza is hourly expected.
The Montenegrins have oocupiod the forts as a

precaution.
The London Central News publishes a telegramwhich purports to be a summary of the

circular accompanying Prince Gortschakoff's
reply to Lord Salisbury, but which ratber
seems to be a reply to Austria's objections. The
telegram says "Priucc GorUchakoff endeavorsto refute Austria's objeotioos point by
point, and declares that Russia has fully re

deemed her promises to Austria, even at tlio
risk of alienating the sovereigns. He expressessurprise that Austria has not seized the
opportunity to check the disorders in .Bosnia
and Herzegovina, either by annexation or by
imposing reforms. Prinoo Gonsohakoff, in
conclusion, suggests a settlement on the basis
of a congress by separate agreement between
the various Courts as to tho modifications to
bo introduced iu the Treaty of Paris, and disclaimsall responsibility lor further complicationsif the Powers refuse to agree to this
course." The authenticity of the foregoing is
doubtful.
A correspondent at St. Petersburg says :.

"Notwithstanding the gloomy views of leading
Russian newspapers it is believed in official eir
cles that the congress will shortly meet."
The correspondent adds that bo has ref*ron

to believe this oonviction has a

foundation. Germany has -t abandoned the
intention of Cer joflacDce in favor of
pe»ce.f
K
^ ^spatch from Berlio says :."Germany
uot ooly refused Russia's request to guar

aotee tho neutrality of Austria in the event of
wor, but is further reported to have deolared
tbat she is prepared to interfere if aoy attempt
is made to binder Austria from protecting her
interests."

Captain Wellesley has gono to Si. Petersburgto present his letters of recall as military
attacho of the British Legation.
A correspondent at Vienna saysI learn

that an official dispatch has been received from
TI I' . L £T. . I . IJ_: L>; 1.
oerilD iu Hit' tueci mat xnuuo oieiijaruk, iu

consequence of news from St. Petersburg, considersit possible that a prelimioary conference
of Ambassadors resident there may be held
there to day or to morrow.
A special from Vienna says tho Porto has

asked Austria what would tiappeo if Russia
insisted on enforoiog the treaty of SanStefano.
Austria replied that she would not protect Europeaninterests single handed, but would
protect her own interests most efficiently.
A dispatch from Berlin says:."There is ao

tive competition between Russia and Eaglaod
in chartering steamers at German ports. Two
steamers chartered by Russia have left Ham
burg with sealed orders.
AV i-jnna dispatch states that Austria, in

the written statement of her views, which was
seot to St. Petersburg, not only insisted on the
European charaoter of the questions at issue,
but distinctly rejected the idea of a separate
settlement.
A special, dated Volo, April 9th, says:.

"An American ship oame hero yesterday by
order ot tho Uoited States Minister at Athens
in answer to the application of an American
citizen. Sne will go to Salooica to morrow to
embark refugees.
A Vienna dispatch says Russia's answer to

Austria cjnsisted of verbal confidential assur
aoces.
The correspondent's informaotsaid that Austria'sposition wu3 not such as to involve the

question ot peace or war.
Tho correspondent believes that this collapse

of all serious opposition on tho part of Austria
is due to ao autograph letter from the Czar to
the Emporor Pi'aoeis Josenh, and partly also
to a remark made by the United States Minis-
ter to Russia while id VieDna that the Lzar
was di-rosed to mako important concessions.
The Greeks demand that the Greek Patriarch

shall summon the Russian GoveromeDt to declareitself on the question oi' tho GifteeoBulgarianschism. Should Russia recognize
the Bulgarian Church, the Patiiarch would
declare Russia sebismatic.
London, April 12..The tone of (ho commentsoo tho political crisis is muoh more hopefulfrom all directions thao yesterday. Tho

whole basis for this change seems to be a convictionthat Ru»sia is prepariog to accept Ger
many's help to get out of the present deadlock
by such concessions as will secure a meeting of
the congress. Prinoe Gortchakoll's reply to
Lord Salisbury's circular and the circular to
which it was annexed wero only published in
St. Petersburg on Thursday, which strengthens
the belief that the former was telegraphed
hither on Tuet-day night for a special purpose,
l'he circular, when issued hore, Tuesday aftercoon,had a depressing influence on tho Stock
Lxohange in consequence of tho reiteration of
the refusal to submit the treaty of San Stefano
to the congress. Russian stocks declined over
two per oent. To day, however, it is pointed
)ut that, although the circular offers no concessionon the point at issue, it is oouohed in such
'nnaidprnto and mndpratn lananatrp aq f.r» 1pa\7P
:he door open for England to make some reply
:o the iovitatioo for further explanations, and
;hereby furnish a basis for a common understanding.At Vienna, Prince Gortschakoff's
eply created an impression of Russia's willioglessto fiod an acceptable method for reopeniog
icgotiations. This moderate spirit is believed
o be in a great measure duo to the altered tone
)f the comments of the German, French and
Italian press and politicians concerning the
reaty of San Stefano, which point to the prob- <

ibility of Russia, instead cf England, being
solated in case of a rupture.
The Vienna Cabinet, which still firmly adleresto the idea of the congress as the only

)0ssiblc solution, is, of course, greatly pleased 1
>t the improved aspoct of affairs. The Ger- '

nan semi official newspapers yesterday evening J
rero not saDguine that either London or St. ]Petersburg will make the concessions neoessary t
o secure an agreement, but all information (
,grees that the German Government continues t
ts endeavors to bring about an agreement, s

fbioh it is not likely to do after the case is J
lopeless. The improved feeling has therefore
ubstanlial justification. The alleged oircular 1

f Prinoe Gortechakoff, a summary of which
?a9 printed this morning by the Central News, ?
od whioh seemed to reply to Austria's objeo- c
ions, is probably a stupid hoax of some Paris t

lewspaper. i
There seems to bo some disposition at St. 1

'etersburg to show Roumania more oonsidera- J
od. It is now announced thonce that Prince
rortsohakoff meant that the stipulation for the
assage of Russian troops through Roumapia, 1

ot the question of the cession of Bessarabia, f)uld not be submitted to the Congress. It isi fc

a.wmsaesut

i GAZETTE A IS
also staled that a lvassiuti coinmiesioncr will
go to Bucharest to treat with the government
concerning the passage oi*troops. M. Stevtehi
Milailovitcb, the Servian Minister President,
has resieoed io consequeucs of the vaciliaticg
policy of the Servian Government. It is saiu
that Anglo Austrian influences are now in tl;r
asoendent at Belgrade aud that there is a

disposition on the part of Servia, 11 >u

mania and Montenegro to make a joint
remonstrance to the Powers against the treaty oi
San Stefaoo.

St. Petersburg, Apiil J2 .The Journal
dc St. Petersburg, reviewing thn opinions ot
the foreign press upon Priuon Gorischakoff's
reply, ooucluds as follows: 'The real desire
of Russia to bring about a peaceful solution of
the existing difficulties meets with universal
recognition. The British government must now

abandon its purely negative attitude, either by
invitinc the Dowers to assemble tor common

negotiations,or by proposing solution? which the
BritisbCabioet might wish to substitute lor the
treaty ot'San Stefaoo. Should tbe powers find a

compromise Russia would willingly participate
io a discussion and modify the treaty. Such
solution should not however nulify the results
gaiocd by Russian blood, buttako into account
her sacrifices."
The Russian government has employed the

time which has elapsed sinoe the receipt ot
Lord Salisbury's circular iD working to secure
an understanding with England. For this purposeit has entered into dirrot commuoicatioD
with the Eoglish and Austrian governments so

as to obtain a common basis of agreement. It
has already obtained tbe assent of the German
and Austrian Cabioets to the main points ol
Prinoe Gortsohakofi's reply to Lord Salisbury's
circular. It has already been established betweenthe three governments lhat the way shall
be made easy for the Eoglish Cabinet, so that
it may feel justified io accepting the congress
and receding gradually from the more extreme
demands put forth in Lord Salisbury's circular.
Io this wav it is hoped that the daoger cT a

useless and bloody war may be averted and an

amicable solution be found for existing difficulties.Those portions ol the Russian reply
which were a commentary on the Eoglish circularwere written by Geo. Ignaticff, who,
haviDg recently seen Count Andrassy aod as

certaioed his views, was enabled to make it so
as not to clash with Austrian interests. Geo.
Ignatieff will be the second Russian Plenipotentiaryto the Berlin Coogrcss should it meet.
The probability now is that it will. everything'3)PreT?.rca /or such aa understanding as
w'" fJaute Eoglaod to enter it without any sacrificeof dignity.

Jllscellaneons Foreign News.
Io conscqucnco of the bursting of a sewer a

considerable section of South London is flooded
to the depth of two or three feet. Much damage

has been done on BrixtOD, Loughborough,
Kensiogton, Clapbam and Cambcrwell new

roads.
A rumor is current that tbe British have

sustained a disastrous defeat io South Africa.
The Colonial Office is ignorant nf such defeat.
Detailed advices from Cape Towd state that
the outbreak of Sccocoeni, tho powerful ohicf,
which was announced in theso dispatches on

the 7th instant, surprised tho Transvaal Government,whioh was unprepared, and was only
able to send one hundred native allies against
five hundred Kaffirs, who were surrounding
liV.t. Thn fnrf*?Q nt' Transv.vil and
run uui£un~, jluu w - ».

Natal aro concentrating to resist ao apprehendedoutbreak of Cetcwayo, the Zulu Chief. Sir
Bartlc Frere, Governor of Caps Colony, is still
at King Williamstowa. Five thousand men

attacked Sandilli, the Chief of the Gaikas, the
day the steamer sailed. It was hoped that if
tbey were successful that iSaodili and Krcli,
Chief of the Galekas, would both surrender..
The whole frontier, however, was very restless,
and war feeling was stroDg abroad. All the
Government's prudence aod firmness were

needed to prevent a general native war.

The famine in the northern provinces of
China continues unabated, although liberal
f-ubsoriptions are made to relieve the distress.
The Chinese troops arc advancing rapidly
against the insurgents in Kasbgar. On the
17th of March a fire occurred in I'okio, which
destroyed more than 4 000 houses and Ciusiog
a loss of $200,000. The burned district is to
be rebuilt with stone. An English inerch sDt

known to have smuggled opium into Yokohama,whioh is forbidden bv treaty, has been releasedby the English Consular Court on the

quibble that the law meant opium prepared for
hUiokiog, and not opium from which smoking
articles might he made. The decision has
caused much indignation in diplomatic circles,
and the caso will be appealed to the British
Privy Council. The Japanese Government are

gratified by'he publication of the Am.ricao
Minister's official correspondence for 1877.
Geoeral Grant will dine with the Kog aod

Queen of Italy on Saturday and leave ilomc on

Monday.
Prince Lucien Charles Joseph Francois Na-

puieoo murac ih aeau.

The steamer Child wall llall, from Liverpool
for Bomhay, has been wrecked at Sabres, Tor
tuval. Twenty seven persons have been saved
as ftr as koowo. She had a crew ol' forty live
and eight passengers.
London, April 12..The betting now on the

Oxford Cambridge boar race which takes place
to morrow is 3 to 1 on Oxford.
The Right Rev. George Augustus Sclwyo, D.

D., Bishop of Liohfitid, is dead.
At Myereburg, Ontario, last evening, a little

girl named Bertha Wymen, fifteen years old.
was shot and killed by a school teacher named
Shannon. Shannon was arrested.

Bonds and Coupons..Governor Holliday
has issued his proclamation inviting all holders
of Virginia securities to make an exchange of
the samo in registered non taxable bonds bear
ing three per oeot. interest for eighteen years
and four per ccDt. for thirty two years. Hold
ersof $15,000,000 of "consols" are to fund their
hoods before the "peelers" can have the benefitof the act.
A vigilant and efficient Stato offioer yesterday,in cxamiog a three dollar coupon paid in

to him as tax on the great seal of the Commonwealth,saw that the coupon read: "Riceivabloat and after maturity for all taxes,
debts and demands due the State." lie
missed the word dues. It was ascertained at
tbe Second Auditor's office and Treasury that
though the funding act said that the coupons
should have expressed upon their face "receivableat and after maturity for all taxes, debts,
dues, and demands," the word dues had beeo
omitted from tbe coupons. It is Dot presumed
that this discovoiy will unsettle the recent deeisionof the Supreme Court in the coupon
iaso..Richmond Dispatch.

Washington Notes.
In the Senate yesterday the general deficiency

bill was taken up, and after a long debate an
imendment appropriating $76,000 for the supportof the District schools was adopted and the
bill passed. The conference commi.tee on the
bill to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury
.o employ tempoary clerks reported that the
committee had agreed upon ail except two of tho
Senate amendments, appropriating $40,000 for
salaries and expensos of collectors of internal
evenue, and $2),C0J for railway mail clerks.
The Senate insisted on these two amendments,
md a now conference was ordered.
In the Hquso the Pension Appropriation bill

»as amended, increasing the amount for carryngthe bill into effect, striking out tho sections
changing the mode of paying pensions, fixing
igents salaries at $4 000, and allowing fees for
vouchers and actual expenses for ront, clerk,
lire, etc. An amendment was added requiring
hat aftor July next the ponsion agencies shall
>e filled by wounded or disabled Union soldiers.
Col. Worthington is announced to deliver a

ecture to night on Shiloh. Gen. Sherman has
>aid no attention to his letter asking whoiher he
s willing to have tho conduct of both of them at
Ihiloli investigated. ,

mri .ifrin ttt. mirr .r»rr-mi|nf.MHwm nw«.maSfK

'D _VIK GrINIA
fl'resbytery of Chesapeake.

The session of the Chesapeake Presbyteiy
at the Central Presbyterian Church, Washington,for tho purpose of adoption a constitution
lor the chu:eu, was continued yesterday.
The members ot the Presbytory who were

present were liev. Henry Branch and Elder
J. B. Shields, clerks, and llcvs. William Dinwiddie,of Alexandria; J. A. Scott, Warren
too, Va ; J. F. Cannon, Loesburir, Va ; A. W.
Piizer, Washington; L. B. Tarobull, Loudoua
County. Va , and E'.ders Charles P. Jannev,
G. D. Gray, George Wise, Osoar Bradeo, D.
Cronsborn, W. L. Holliday, J. Potterlietd,
and J. 1). Tunis. These members were enter
tained by tho congregation.
The Post says: The Committco on Narrationoffered an encouraging report oo the spiritualcondition oi the churoh in the presbytery.

The report of tho Committee oo the Minutes
of Synod was amended by Dr. Pitzor as followsand adopted:
That the Presbytary recommends tho tollowiogpoiots io the training ot ministers : Increasingthe length of the sessions at the semi

nary to not loss than nine-and-a-half months.
To arrange tho studies eo that students can
enmnlele the course in twenty four months.
That it is the supreme right of the Presbytery
to order this whole question according to their
own judgment, sabjuot only to the Word of God
and the constitution of the Churoh.
The Committee on Evangelistic VVork recommendedthe followiog appointments to vacaot

churches during the coming year : Rappahannock,R<;vs. Winn, Stridor and Scott; Green
wich, Revs. Piizer and Bullook; Middleburg,
Revs. Dinwiddie, Branch aod Cannon.
The Committee on the Revised Book of

Church Order offered their report. Io regard
to choosing ministers b.v the congregation three
rules were presented : First, the Broad Chnreh
rule, which allows the franobise not only to the
communicants,buttothoso who regularly attend
and coQtribulo to the church. Second, the
mixed rule, which does not give a direot vote
to the non-oommunioant members, but they
arc allowed to take a separate rote, which will
be considered. The third rule, which limits
absolutely the fraocbiso to the communicants
of' the church. The Rev. Mr. Branoh thought
that the non communicant members of a

church were better judges of what was

Gospel preaching than the membersthcmsclres,
who cop^f-V,- i>j'e audi delivery u. a

minister more than the sulject matter of the
sermon. But few oburch members compared
on going home what they heard with what the
minister said. The Bereans are few in these
days. Besides the voice of a congregation,when
they recommeodcd to the Presbytery a candidatefor the ministry, was not always needed by
the Presbytery. Hence it was not a spiritual
fuDctioo. The non communicants had a voice
in such matter io all the prominent churches
North, which arc regarded as the very head
centre of Prcsbyterianism.
A vote was taken and the rule limiting the

franchise to church members wa9 adopted..
The presbytery acoepted the rule which defines
"an offence" as that which is "contrary to the I
word of God in a church member or that
which, not of itself sinful, may tempt others;
to sio." In regard to the rule which provided
that wheD a communicant member shall
"confess before the church session an uoregeocrateheart, and after mature icq airy it is found
that thiscooftadondoes not result from Satanic
influence or transient darkness of spirit," his
name may bo transferred to the con communicantroll. This called forth quite an animateddiscussion. Dr. Piiz?r thought that this
was a needed change in the discipline of the
Presbyterian Church. There had never been
a provision for mistakes aod he believed io
having a back door to the church well guarded.
(J hers said that when persons entered iDto
such solemn obligations aod covenants that the
church had no right to free tbcoj. It was re-

jecied by a vote of 8 to 3.
Mr. G. D. Gray offered bis resignation as

alternate elder to the general assembly. It
was acoepted aod Mr. J. V. A. Shields was

elected io his stead. Mr. Shields was also
nhosen permanent treasurer of the presbytery.
The Ujv. Mr. Dtnwiddie moved that this presby.'eryconcur in the Assembly's educational
scheme, and that the churobes are hereby
directed to send their contributions to this objectto the Assembly's Committee on ftiuca
tion. This resolution was adopted. Dr. Pit7.:r, from the Committee on Statistics, offered
hisrepoit. This report shows that there arc

in the presbytery 15 ministers aod 38 elders;
83 communicants added on examination duriog
the past year;, whole number of members,
.1,015; children in Sabbath school, 722; foreign
missions, $532; sustentation fund, $180. The
presbytery then resumed consideration of the
Bouk of Cnuroh Order, submitted to the pres
byteiics for their approval by the General Assemblyof 1S7G. The rule which provides
that when a minister becomes satisfied that
Gud has not called him to the ministry, or if
ho has cvidenoe of his inability to serve acceptablythe courob, the presbytery m3y divest
him of bis office without coosure, wss approved
without debate. A long discussion arose on

I he rule which states that when a minister
shall habitually fail to disobargo his official
functions, on inquiring, iftbo presbytery ascertainsthat this neglect proceeds from want of
acceptance to the oburcb, it may divest him of
his office without censure, cveo against hia will,
This rule is intended to furuish a remedy for
the evil, which is felt widely io the churob,
id Ihc largeaod growtug numoersci unompioyedministers.

A Municipal Figiit..East St. Louis was

yesterday the scene of another of those disgracefulproceedings between political tactions
which have been indulged io for some days
past. For several years there has been great
strife and contention between Mayor Bowman
and his p: litioal friends, and an almost equally
s.rong party opposed to him regarding the administrationof' city affairs, and at caoh electionthere has been a desperate struggle for
the mastery, sometime resulting io flagrant
breaches of the peace and proceedings of a

riotous character.
Some days ago an election was held for four

aldcrmcD, and there was more than tho usual
effort by both parties to seenro a majority in
the Council. Moyor BowmaD claimed to have
been successful, but tho seats of two of his
Iriends were contested, and although tbey obtainedcertificates of cleotion, the old members
of the Council, by persisting in having the
right to decide the qualifications of new members,prevented the Council from organizing,
and until yesterday prevented any legislation.
There is a Metropolitan Police io East St.
Louis, and the Board of Police Commissioners
are opposed to Mayor Bowman. To meet this
condition of things Bowman appointed a large
force of Deputy City Marshals, and yesterday

T-irtQanccmn rtf jhft (fnUtlpil Chaill
IVV rv 1U1UIC/IU W .

ber, and evidently intended to carry things with
a high baod, for he attempted to prevent the
ami Bowman Aldermen Trow entering the
chamber. A strong force of Metropolitans underCommissioner Hiczo, was on hand in and
around the Council Chamber, and a desperate
fight occurred between them and tho Mayor's
Marshals, in which clubs aod billies were

freely used and numerous pistols drawo, but
none of the latter were discharged. There was

also an immenso amount of pummeliog with
fists done, resulting in maoy black eyes and
bloody dosos, but do one, so far as can be
learned, was seriously hurt in the melee. The
and Bowman Aldermen got into the room after
the fight was over, and oompitaiive peace was

restored.
William C. B. Teller, who recently abscondedfrom Detroit with $12,000 belonging to the

American National Bank, has been captured in
Montreal with his ill gotten gains.

Advertiser.
Ktiws ofi fcJiO !*»j.

James WrtUace. a loading merchant of New [
Orleans, committed suicide yesterday. The
only reason assignable lor the act is that bo bo
oacue puddeoly insane. He had been unwell
for some four or five days, but took a ride that
morning anil c;mc home feeling better. Call a

iog in a servant he went to his room and began
to pack away soma winter clothes, when he
suddenly ssiz-jd a small dirk kcife and stabbed
himscif io the throat. His servant, who was *

much attached to bis master, seized him and a (
desperate struggle eDiued, but, as Mr. Wallace v
was very powerful, he ihrew him eff and coo

tioaed stabbing himscif until he tell to the ^floor pierced with nearly a dczan wouods indietedby his own hmds. His sister in law, attraciedby his servant's cries, rushed into the
room during the struggle, hut was uoable to ,

prevent the tragedy. I
1 estcrday evening six young men or Martin s ]

Ferry, O., a small village one mile above Wheel- ing,weot out io a light pleasure boat for the
purpose of rowing on the Ohio river, and by f
somo accident the boat was swamped, and three
of the young meD. MilligaD. McKim and Crowl,
were drowned. By the efforts of one of the
youDg men, James Greer, ooo cf the party,was
saved, while an other swam to the shore and
gave t ho alarm. Parties begaD searching for
the bodies of the three drowned men, and continuedseioiog the river until late this evening
without having been successful in finding them.
Business in the village was suspended during
the carly part of the day.
Another train robbery occurred on the

Texas Pacific Railroad at Me*quito Station,
thirteen miles cast of Dallas, last Wednesday
night. The train was stopped at the depot, i
and the cDginoer and fireman were taken from
(he engine and placed under guard. The expressmessenger and route ageDt barricaded
themselves in their car, but tho robbers satu- i

rated it with coal oil and set fire to it and forced <

them out. The express and mail were I lion i

plundered. Conductor Alford and two of tho
robbers were then wounded. Tho plundering 1
party numbered fifteon or twenty. The passengerswere not molested. I
The Secretary of tho Tresury and tho mem- <

bers of tho last syndicato have onterod into an

agreement for tho sale, for resumption purposes,
of $50,000,000 United States 4f per cent, fifteen
year bonds at par and accrued interest, and If
pc. wcut. preuiu & 1 w1n

to be subscribed immediately anu $u,000,oOO *

per month duriDg the balance of the year. The f
sale of4 per cent, bonds will be continued by
the Treasury Department, as heretofore, npon '

the terms and conditions of the last circular,and '

tho proceeds will be applied to the redemption 1

of the G per cent. 5 20 bonds. (

The Illinois Democratic Convention met yesterdayat Springfield, adopted a platform, and
nominated K. L. Cronkritc, of Stephenson, for jState Treasurer and P. M. Etter, of McLean,
present incumbent, for Superintendent of Pub- '

lie Instruction. A sodden scene of confusion
was created by a resolution complimenting RepresentativeSpringer for votiog in favor of'Gen- 1

cral Shields for Doorkeeper, in the midst of
wbioh an adjournment was carried.
The proprietors of Caufielu's jewelry store io

Biltimoro have published a card in which they
say the recent arrest of Mrs. Aspold, of Annapolis,upon suspicion of bciogconnected with
the less of diamond rings at their store, has
caused them deep regret and declaring their
conviction cf her entire innocence.
The Oregon State Democratic Convention

nominated tbc lollowmg ticket yesterday:.
Congress, John Whitaker; Governor, W. W.
Thayer; Secretary of State. Thomas G. Ileames;
State Treasurer, A. fl. BrowD; State Printer,
A. Noetner; Superintendent of Public Instruction,Joseph Kmeiy.
Ten million feet of lumber, thirteen thousand

barrels of salt, a planing mill and thirty other
buildings were burned yesterday at Detroit,
originating in a spark from a passing tugboat.
The less is estimated at $200,000.
The United States Poetal Commission, includingPostmaster Genera! Key, arrived at

Havana yesterday in good health and spirits.
The party numbers thirty-five persons,Including
membc-rs of the press.

Personalities in tlie House.
During the discussion of the pension bill in

the llou?-c, yesterday,
Mr. liauna, of Indiana, replying to some remarksmade by Mossrs. ChitteDdeo and Ilew

it, of New Turk, and Sparks, ot Illinois, to
the effect that he opposed the bill beoause he
(Haooa) was a friend of the Indianapolis PensionAgent, said that the telephone by which
he spoke was that of more than twenty thousandpensioners of Indianapolis, who would be
wronged and robbed by the passage of ibis
bill. They would be robbed of their pittances
by shy'tersaround Indianapolis and Washington.The bill would bo in the interest ol the
hankers and business men of New York, who
hoped to bavo the thirty eight miiioD dollars (annuallypaid for pensions) transferred to the
depositories in New York. Ho had been ac-
cused of opposing the bill through mercenary
motives. Talk about mercenary motives, said
ho, when this bill is to bring the $38,000,000
into the banks of New York, and is but another
means of making the West and South tributariesto New \rork.he oould find mercenary
motives there, if he desired. As to tho remarks
ot the gentleman from Illinois, (Mr. Sparks)
he would not deign to reply to anything so
gruf unug.

Mr. Sparks.To what remark does the gentlemanrefer ?
Mr. Ilaona (Dot noticing the iotcrruptioo)

weet on to criticiz3 tho Committee on Appro
priatioDS because, pursuing a peouliar policy, it
had refused to make appropriation for necessaryclerk hire in the Surgeon General's Office,
and dow that tho committee proposed to sub*
ject the two hundrod thousand pensioners to
the same niggardly policy whioh prevented the
administration of public justice, the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. Sparks) had attempted to
raise a party feeling on this question. God for-
bid that the democratic party, low as it was,
should sink so low as to be controlled by party
fecliog on a question of this kind. 1 Laughter. 1 (

Mr. Sparks said that he had simply referred !
to the fact that the gentleman from Indiana 1

represented a pension agency district, and was 1

therefore naturally prejudiced against the bill '

abolishing pension agencies; for, saying that he (

bad been attacked by tho gentleman from In '
diaoa (Mr. Ilaona) like a Texas bull | laughter, j '

he denied having drawn politics into the debate, £

and therefore the statement made by the gen- 1

tlcman from Indiana to that effeot was not war- 1
raoted and was not a fact, and that was about E

the way to put it. 1 Laughter. 1 *

Mr. Chittenden, of New York, in reply to
Mr. Ilaona, stated that he had no moro to do Jwith the banks of New York than that gentle- *

man bad.not a bit.aod every word, every
syllable, every letter of his in regard to those
banks was as applicable to that gentleman as to )
himself. la regard to the statement that this
yHi wouia roo tne pensioners, mere was oot a
WGrd of sense or truth in it.itd all bosh.
Mr. Ilaooa roso to reply, but was iDtcrrapt- |od by Mr. Sparks, who aaked whether Mr. \

IlaDDa's law partner was Dot the Pension Agent
at lodianapolis. | Laughter.

Mr. IlacDa (excitedly).! will answer, that,
sir, aod 1 will say that my law partner fought b
through the war from the first to the last, and j
fought when you did not. [Laughter. 1 cMr. Sparks (equally excited).1 want die
tisotly to state that your law partner is the PensionAgent at Indianapolis. I know it and I
can prove it, and that's what the matter with
Ilanna. [Lcud laughter acd applause. J j
(Joe of' our most estimable citizens may be

thaLkfel lor iho introduction of Dr. Bull's «

Cough Syrup, for its timely u-o has saved his I
Jile. "

J

from WasHJcgtoa.
special to the alexandria gazeitp i

Washington, D. C., Aprii }-"
senate.

Tha Senate wa3 not in session to-day havim,djourced yesterday till Monday.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

lo ibo House of lloprefiontatives alter treadingof the journal,the bill to reinstate Caj
xeo. A. Armes to his rank in the regular aru
vas taken up and after some discusMon j,a.stl!
A large number of private bills were report,.,

rom committees and plaord oa 'hocaciijarmd one or two bills concerning Western riser*,rations passed.
The House then went into Committee ol'tl,.Whole on the private calendar and took up t||,oill to reimburse tho College of William atiVlary io Virginia, for buildings, d-iroyojiuriog the war. The bill appropriates
Mr. Goode. of Va., recapitulated the circus

itaooes attending the destruction of the coilegouildings,and most earnestly and ably adv.»
Dated the passage of the bill, contending i|m:bo destruction of the buildings by the l\-]_r»
troops was wholly unnecessary and that all e.,;,
siderations should induce Congress to repairthe damage done, lie conteoded that the pisageof tho bill would establish no pree dent
ind that the liberal minded men of the Nor:l.
would hail with satisfaction the con?uimuati e.
jf this act ofjustice, and that Virginia wiiiev-r
?ratelully remember the people of Massiehu
?eits lor theaid rendered by her representativeinprosecuting this claim.
Mr. L)riog, of Mass., followed Mr. tj ).».].

ilso in advocacy of the bill. i
notes.

The ujaODor in which Bailor and Cox I'ratvt
aizo is pleas tot to behold. Builer atay* co if.
Icmocratic side of the House a trootl d alw
i days.
The Doorkeeper has made no chances it, |j:,

:oroe yet.
An effort is being made to compel the C,j

tol police to wear their uniform always, wh
on duty, they having become careless in if
particular.
Gen. Huoton has been abseut fr"\

in the House for a day or two, il
bis home.
Mr. Blackburn now ;y°-; JokQ IV

jreecnes aua ui.> . >c, siii^, sun,..,
'rom a carbuncle.
There was a protracted meeting of tin- 8-»

ito Fiuanco Committee to day, at which thai!!to repeal the resumption act wasoousid-ro-!,
ind it was decided to take a vote in commute.30Tuesday Dcxt.
The announcement of the death in Bulks

street jail, "id New York, this morning, ol Win.
M. Tweed, was the topicuf'conversationat tt,

Uapitol to-day,and many regrets were cxpn.-N1:
at the "taking oft" ol'the "Boss."
Mr. Goode's speech in the House to day n

behalf of William and Mary College was word .

of the man aod the subject, and, what is a v :v

rare circumstance, the House paid him ci trk i
attention. Mr. G. is one of the Goest speak-tinthe House and one of its ablest member-.

Atthe conclusion of his remaiks he w.i-w .r.i >

applauded aod congratulated.
Mr. Loring's spoech was also a brillian'. i!

and wag listened to with vory marked all-jnu
Lt was a chaste and eloquent production.
In the House of Representatives, yeatpr k?.

Mr. Hubbell introduced a bill granting a |
lion to C. B. Payne, of Capt. Mallory's c. »u

pany, of Orange county, Va., militia, which wv
referred to the Committeo on Pensions.

Tiie Big Show Coming..camphfll's ,

New York and Philadelphia Zooloqicil </ ;

Equestrian Institute .Ou Tuesday, April "J
the ftrsc tcntiDg exhibition cf (he season w;|.
in Alexandria, aod will give one matinee rd
one night performance. We allude to Gun;
bell's Great Amusement Organization, whirt
has been prcj-.cted by practical manager?. <i-;r
ing the winter just passed, with a view ol* tn

ing it the master show of the season. I'i
Richmond Dispatch of a rcceot date says:

All nf our readers are nut aware that uij.-

the most attractive amusement orgaoizi'i
everexhibited under canvas has been 'fit

preparing in our city, and will give its lir-t \< <

i'ormaoccs on the Council Chamber Hi!! in,
corner of Ross aod Fourteenth sT-ets, on M <u

day, April 15.h, and remain with us alnv<
six days.
Campbell's Great New York and l\'n!».

pbia Z rological an i K.jucstrtan Institute iludedto; a eombinatiuu rf six shows, \vt«i*h.
heretofore, have travelled throughout tl.lioitcdStates aod the Canadas separate1)-. hut
now consolidated with a view of eclip-mc a

uompetitors in magnitude, variety, and auraf
tion.
The resources ol the Tredegar Works h:.v

been ctlled into active requisition to lurntdi
the combination with passenger and hex inlandpassenger coaches to transport it throne1
the country. A small army ot painieis at-l
decorators have been busily at work prop-ib
adorning them aod emblazoning on their p»'
the title of the show. Kulirely new wardr<«t» \

banners, and costumes have been iVIiitn-l.
involving an outlay of over $10,000. Agen'havebeen busy collecting and purchasing living
specimens ol' the wonders of the brute creatioi.
which, not including the elephants, drom : .

ries, camels, and other led animals, will be e»n

gregated in liliy three iron ribbed den-, an!
will constitute the meoageiie department.
The circus, it is promised, will be un«.xe p

tionablc in all its appointments and litnu-.
and will embody some of the best eque.-man
and gymoic talent. The management haves '

been niggardly with their capital. Th«y ->v

that by Gironng me most unerai saiarn - n y

have been tuoeesslul in securing a corps of m
and female ari^ts umqualied in ihiir si vi r ti
specialties. Many novelties wiil be introdir* <1
into the ring, and faces entirely ricsv t > tincouDtrywill make their first, bow to an Am-ri
can public at the opening performance in t It city.Old time and recognized favui i cs Inv
not been forgotten, but will appear in eni.r v

new acts and features.
The museum department wiil he fmrii

contain a number of curious objects. M my <I
ihem will bo on exhibition for the lir-t tin
eluding life sizo automata and cumber -*

mechanical figures, propelled by a praeneo
portable steam engine. A beautiful f>ur:tsn
)f water will cool tho atmosphere cf tic many
pavilions. Comfortable opera chairs will b'
urnished to those who desire them. A gr-.at
itrect parade will take place on the merrrn.: n

.he days of txhibition, at 10 o'clock; the mu-«;

o be furnished by two bands, which will cm;

iolidato at the St. Charles Ilote', at J - n h

ifter the parade, and, under tho leader-hip ti

Professor Gene J/Jthcr, will march from tiitm"
o the canvas, in their beautiful Chasseur iruorms.
Jack Kehoe, or.o ot tho Molly Mhgoif.s. ^

vas to havo been hanged on iko lttlb imt--'-.
las been respited.

April 1, 1S7S, ( f protraoied ii.'o-v.s, htaforesidcr.c;, iu Fauquier uouoiy, \'a.,(/
kV. Uexson, sr., in the 7;3th year id In\highly cater1mod, honorable and u-tljlc"
;cd, having lived over three *c>re arid ' "

tears, raised a large family, ail ol whom 1»«*

upported and schooled without any aid
lis own exertions, nad left not a e-r:t ol m

lebtedoess unpaid. May his ashes r-1(1
icacc, lhi.u w< I! dooo.^uod ac ! faithful - tv"<'

*Kill km».

la Baltimore, on Wednesday, the M:)' * '

\piil, j878. Boberta, wile ol Garvin c. ,:i '

etro, in the 32J year ol' her age.

Drpiric-d this 11('< on Saturday, ih< o h
it her luto rtsidenco iti Aiiuu^'a cunty, M'>daraaretC. Gilkesoo, uliet of the late ^

I. G ilkesoo, cstp, in the-74th year ol her w'


